
Packaged natural mineral and spring waters are safe and sealed, bottled directly at
the source from a protected underground origin. They are easy to distribute, ready to
use, and can be transported wherever needed. They also have a long shelf life if
properly stored — no refrigeration required, and can be recycled when disposed of  
responsibly. 

Packaged water, a lifeline in crisis situationsPackaged water, a lifeline in crisis situations
Water is vital to life — around 60% of the human body is water, and every organ and cell depends on it to function. While
we can survive weeks without food, we can only live two to three days without water. Beyond drinking, we also rely on
water for basic needs such as cooking, hygiene, and sanitation, all of which become challenging when water supply is
disrupted.

Natural or man-caused events such as floods, earthquakes, forest fires, or bombings may cause severe disruptions to
water supply systems: pipes may be damaged, infrastructure destroyed or supplies contaminated. When the tap runs dry,
when drinking water is unsafe, communities are left without access to one of life’s most basic needs.

In 2016, NMWE’s Spanish Mineral Water Association (ANEABE) and the Spanish Red
Cross (Cruz Roja Española) launched the Solidarity Water Bank (Banco de Agua
Solidario).

This partnership has been activated many times:

During the 2020–21 pandemic, more than 2 million litres were donated to
hospitals, care centres and vulnerable groups.
DANA floods in Valencia (October 2024): around 1 million litres of water donated
in just one week. 
Wildfires (2025): ANEABE’s member companies donated more than 45,000 litres
to populations affected by forest fires in various parts of Spain.

In moments of crisis, natural mineral and spring waters are more than
a product — they are a source of care, connection, and resilience.

Case study - ANEABE and the Spanish Red Cross: The Solidarity Water Bank

About NMWE
Natural Mineral Waters Europe has been the voice of natural mineral water and spring water since 1953. Today, we represent more than 500 producers
who provide European consumers with unique, healthy and high-quality products. Pioneers in environmental custodianship, our members have a long
tradition of working in partnership with local communities to safeguard the ecosystem around water resources. Our sustainability mission extends to
achieving full circularity for all our packaging. 
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In situations like these, packaged water plays a critical role: producers of natural mineral and spring water can rapidly
mobilise to provide safe and sealed bottled water to affected populations, ensuring reliable hydration. There are more
than 900 bottling sites exploiting close to 2,000 sources of natural mineral and spring water scattered across Europe. This
almost ubiquitous presence of the industry enables the sector to answer calls from aid agencies and public authorities in
an effective manner. 

Producers of natural mineral water and spring water have a long practice of donating water in time of need. They remain
ready to support relief efforts.


